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door burst open. In rushed the Princess Royal, alone,
flushed and gasping after hard running. The Minister bowed
and made for the door. No words of explanation were
necessary.

" Oh, please, couldn't you do it over again ? " pleaded the
Princess Royal.

Of all the Balmoral memories the one which remained
strongest with Vicky through life was of the day they built
the cairn on Craig Cowan. It happened a few years after the
foregoing events when the Royal Family had still further
grown. The ceremony was to celebrate the new Balmoral,
designed by Prince Albert, the old castle having been found
exceedingly cramped and uncomfortable.

When on that famous day in Balmoral history the Royal
Family, with the Minister and ladies and gentlemen in
attendance, reached the top of the great hill, all their servants
and tenants were collected to greet them with bagpipes,
bared heads and curtseys.   Her Majesty laid the first stone
of the cairn and the patriotic  fervour of  several tipsy
shepherds was sternly throttled as the Queen enacted her
part.   Prince Albert placed the second stone.   Each of his
children followed him in descending age.   Then came the
ladies and gentlemen.   The pipers were now hare! at work,
enabling exhilarated spectators to break into impromptu
reels.   After the Household anybody was welcome to con-
tribute a stone.   In an hour all agreed that the cairn was
high enough.   Prince Albert scrambled to the top and set
the final stone.   The cheering subsided and the friendly
procession wound its way down the healhery sides of Craig
Cowan.   ' A touching sight; I felt almost inclined to cry,'
was the verdict of Vicky's emotional mother.

At the end of October 1849 Vicky and Bertie were unex-
pectedly called upon to fulfil their first public engagement.
Vicky was nine and Bertie eight. Mamma had the chicken
pox. She had agreed to open the new Coal Exchange in the
City. Albert, who was to deputise for her, decided to take
the two eldest children. The news in London aroused
enormous interest, TJie Prince carefully lectured his children